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Category Archives: History Post navigation This video gives a flavor of what they looked like back in the day. In 2009, my friend
and fellow-history student Atsuko Sumi Yaguchi sent me a scan of a book published in Japan in 2000. It was part of a series of
books on the history of Ozu’s works, and had reproductions of the original Ozu books as well as reproductions of draft
manuscripts and other booklets from the 1970s, many of which featured projects that would go on to become well-known films
- Ozu's The Bad Sleep Well, for example. | was intrigued - the titles of these pieces were mostly things like“Secret of Ozu’s
Color”, “Ozu’s Color Theme” and so on - and | asked her if she was up for having a comparison. She was. Here are some of
them. These are drafts of Ozu’s first book. The drawing for the first title is above, the booklet itself is in the printable PDF below.
—— Masaoka Shiki’'s Take on Ozu’s Color Masaoka Shiki’s short story “Evening of the Frying Pan” is a good example of how
Ozu’s use of color can influence how the viewer looks at the world. When he read it, Shiki said he “was surprised at how freely
Ozu used pink in the story as if it were a gray field.” Shiki did a great job of capturing this feeling. Below is a sample of his
original draft manuscript, with the essay (“The Analysis of Osaka”) in blue and the story in red. —— “Analysis of Osaka” by
Masaoka Shiki Above is Shiki’s analysis of the city of Osaka. He worked on this long after his death, and several of his students
contributed to this essay. So | spent a lot of time stitching together the quotations from a number of sources into one text in a
program called Allegro Pro. The font is the Harvard Sans Pro font. | didn’t expect it to be this big, but it's still compact compared
to the others. | imagine it was a lot of work, and I’'m glad it€
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