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work, prosecutors’ decision-
making, and the witness
testimony that led to a

charge are all factors that
the jury must weigh in

order to arrive at a verdict.
These factors include not

only the evidence
presented at trial but also
societal perceptions. The

Supreme Court has
recognized that the jury is

“the lie detector” that
adjudicates guilt. Sheppard
v. Maxwell, 384 U.S. 333,
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351 (1966). Witnesses are
often motivated by fear of

prosecution and
retribution, and likewise,

prosecutors are concerned
about the costs and

hazards of prosecuting
someone. See id. (“Many

witnesses, even those
present at the scene of a

crime, will reasonably fear
to come forward and
testify.”). The jury is

charged with upholding the
standard of proof beyond a
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reasonable doubt. The jury
gives a defendant a fair
trial by a reasonably fair

process, and the jury does
that in large part by

assessing the facts on a
cold record. The likelihood
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